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The LCARA Patch 
Published by the Lake County Amateur Radio Association
  
P O Box 868 
Painesville, OH 44077-0868 
 
The Patch Staff  
Editor: Bob Mekinda, K8QXO 
 
LCARA Officers 
Bill Wihebrink,  N8IJG,      President 
Rick White,    W8QL,      Vice-President. 
Bill Jordan,    KD8HSI,   Secretary 
Ted Huddle,     W4CID,    Treasurer 
Neal Linder,   KC8OMO, Director at Large 
 
Correspondents 
Jim Pyle            AA8OY        DX 
Scott Farnham  KO8O          History 
Mike Goffos      WB8ZGH     E-Comm 
Matt Welch W8DEC       Radio Officer 
Reno Tonsi       WT8C          Contest 
Bill Wihebrink N8IJG        Web Master LCARA 
(Vacant)                     Fundraising Committee 
   

LCARA 2009 MEETING PROGRAMS 
The following programs are scheduled for the Red Cr oss Building in Painesville, Ohio : 

 

September 2, 2009  Time 19:30, Speaker:  Kirk Lombardi - ���������	
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��
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October 7, 2009 Time: 19:30, Speaker: Jeff Covelli – Radio’s of the Past 
 

November 4, 2009 Time: 19:30, Home Brew Night  
 

December 2, 2009  Time: 19:30, Election of New Officers 
 

We look forward to all members joining us back at the Red Cross Building and enjoying a great  
night of camaraderie.    
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MONTHLY HAPPENINGS 
 
BOARD MEETINGS   
 

The Board will meet next on September 16th at the QTH of Bill Wihebrink, N8IJG.  Would you 
please advise if attending. 
 
“The Patch” – Please E-mail all articles to Bob Mekinda at lcaraeditor@lcara.org. 
 
Club Breakfast is the 3 rd Tuesday of the month at 8:30am at Perkins on Mento r Avenue in 
Painesville. 
 
The LCARA club net is every Thursday at 19:00 on 14 7.210+ (PL 110.9).  All are welcome. 
 
The 10 Meter Net meets on Wednesday at 20:30 on 28. 450 MHz.  All are welcome. 
 
The ARES® Net is every Monday at 19:30 on 147.210+ (PL 110.9 ).  All are welcome. 
 
The SKYWARN Net meets at 20:00 local on the 2 nd & 4 th Mondays of the month on 443.700+ 
(PL 131.8), but is now on hiatus until spring.  
 
The LCARA membership meetings are held on the first  Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm 
in the:                                                    

Red Cross Building 
1016 Bank Street 

Painesville, OH 44077 
 

Next meeting is SEPTEMBER 2, 2009. 
 

Special Note: In the Mentor Monitor September 2009 Issue in the one page ad for “Its Better in Mentor  
Festival” you can see a Thank you! ��������	
���
�
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��	 . 
 

 
MINUTES FOR August 5, 2009  MEETING 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
                Bill    N8IJG      President   Rick W8QL   Vice President 
                Ted   W4CID    Treasurer   Bill   KD8HSI   Secretary 
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MINUTES FOR August 5, 2009  MEETING (cont.)  
 
Bill introduced new member, Bryan T. Jones KD8LOM, and than the meeting was turned over to 
Rick White who introduced our speaker  Dave Gray from First Energy.  Dave gave a very 
interesting  and informative  talk about the Perry Nuclear Plant. 
�
Minutes:   The July meeting minutes were accepted as published in the Patch.   
�
Treasurer’s Report:   The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ted W4CID without discussion 
and approved as submitted. 
 
Correspondence:   None 
 
Board Meeting Report:   Bill N8IJG presented a synopsis of the July 22, 2009 Board Meeting. 
Major topics of discussion were as follows: 
 
                Repeater controller on loan to LEARA. 
                Possible move to Lake County Historical Society for meetings. 
                Need to form nominating committee for upcoming elections. 
                Need to form committee for Ham of the year. 
                Discussion if Club wanted a table for the Cleveland Hamfest. 
�
ARRL:   Nothing to report. 
 
DX:  Nothing to report. 
 
Public Service;  Mike WB8ZGH talked about a successful Heritage Festival and upcoming 
Greater Cleveland Triathlon this coming Sunday August the 9th. 
 
Radio Officer’s Report:   Fritz K8WLF said that all repeaters are working.   Mike WB8ZGH is 
trying to arrange meeting with key people at Tri Point, and talked about the upcoming move to Tri 
Point. 
�
Sunshine:   Connie KB8ZZW sent card to Edward Senkus NC8ED for his wife. 
 On behalf of LCARA, I would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest sadness for Ed’s 
loss. 
 
10 Meter Net:   We had a few check-in’s. 
 
2 Meter Net:   We need Net Controller for the 13th of August because of a conflict with Board 
Meeting. 
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MINUTES FOR August 5, 2009  MEETING (cont.)  
 
Swap & Sell:   Ted W4CID had a small list of items he would like to sell. 
�
Old Business:   Some members need a member roster. 
 
New Business:   Ted W4CID spoke to ARRL Representitive Lorraine Fende about her support 
of PRB Bill. Everyone is reminded of Technical meeting at Best  Friends Restaurant this Sunday 
at 4:00 pm. Location is 615 and Mentor Avenue. Also mentioned is the Club picnic August 15th 
at Veterans Park. Event starts at 4:00 pm but members can come early to help set up. 
�
Meeting Adjourned at 9:35 pm  
 
Respectfully Submitted, Bill Jordan KD8HSI 
 

 
The President’s Corner September, 2009 
From Bill Wihebrink N8IJG 

            
Greetings to all, 
 
It’s hard to believe we are entering September. Football practice has started, the new school year 
is about to begin, and county and state fairs are starting. The hamfest season is coming to a close. 
Where has the summer gone?  

 
August has been eventful for LCARA: The Greater Cleveland Triathlon, the club picnic, Ohio QSO 
Party, monthly meetings return to Painesville Red Cross Building, and monthly breakfast 
gathering. All events went off well. Amateur radio assistance was needed at the Triathlon with 
some bike riders requiring medical assistance. The club picnic brought together a group of people 
providing good conversation and a fine dining experience in a relaxed environment at Mentor’s 
Veterans Park.  

 
Change is a hard event to accept. As I have stated in a past article, I wish to keep the membership 
aware of some changes that LCARA will experience in the next couple of months. The repeater 
move from Lake East Hospital to TriPoint is ongoing. There are some issues with the type, size, 
and style of the antenna that needs to be mounted. Please watch the web site and LCARA’s 
Yahoo group email on a special membership meeting that I will be calling dealing with the repeater 
move. There will be a date set and help needed to remove two repeater cabinets from the site  
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The President’s Corner September, 2009 (Cont.) 
 
before the actual move, and a day will be selected for the actual removal of LCARA’s equipment 
from the hospital. 

 
The Painesville Red Cross Building that we have been using for the past couple of years is up for 
sale. This also means a change in location for the club’s monthly meeting. I have been working on 
finding a new location and will inform the membership on the new site.  
 
As we begin to draw to the close of another calendar year, some club end-of-year committees will 
be forming. The board election nominating committee consists of five members. Two from the 
board, Ted W4CID and Rick W8QL, and three from the membership. If you wish to be part of this 
committee or wish to have your name on the ballet, please notify either Ted or Rick on your 
intention. There are two seats on the board that are up for election.  Bob K8QXO will be forming 
the Ham of the year award committee. If you wish to help select the LCARA Ham of the Year 
contact Bob. 
 
Please remember to check the club’s web site http://www.lcara.org for club events and upcoming 
information.  

73’s 

 

 
SEPTEMBER 2009 DX ALERT 

 
7O -- Yemen - The April 2000 DXpedition to Yemen has been approved by the ARRL.  Cards may 
be submitted to the DXCC desk for credit without any charges.  It’s also on LOTW.  See 
www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/08/12/11022/?nc=1 for more details. 
 
YA – Afghanistan - T6AD/W7VOA, Steve, is running 100 watts and a G5RV and has been QRV 
on 20 meters CW and PSK. On CW look for him above 14025. QSL T6AD via K2AU. 
 
4W – East Timor - 4W6FR, Chris Megaw in Dili, East Timor, is getting on the air whenever he 
can. He favors 20M PSK31. 
 
5Z – Kenya - W8SMH, Steve, plans to be on the air from Nairobi for the next three years as 
5Z4/W8SMH. QSL direct to his home call, the QRZ.com address, with an IRC or SASE. He also 
plans to upload his log to LOTW and eQSL.. 
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SEPTEMBER 2009 DX ALERT(Cont.) 
 

HL – South Korea - KE7WRJ, Mike, will be operating from South Korea between September 11th 
and November 13th. . Plans are to operate as HL9QST. He'll be on CW and SSB on 7 through 28 
MHz. 
 
J7 – Dominica - DJ7ZG, Lot, and DL7AFS, Babs, remind us of their upcoming J79ZG DXpedition 
to Dominica, which will take place between September 27th and October 15th. Activity is expected 
mainly on RTTY, PSK and SSB on 80 through 6 meters. QSL via the bureau or direct to DL7AFS. 
 
 
FR/G -- Glorioso - The FT5GA team departure from Paris is scheduled on September 11th, 
returning on October 8th.  This is a rare one so don’t miss it! 
 
 
Happy Hunting! 
 
Jim Pyle, AA8OY 
Thanks to Weekly DX and ARRL DX 
 
 

 
BACKSCATTER – SEPTEMBER 

 
30 Years Ago:  New newsletter editor, Mike, WD8IVL, reminds everyone “this is y-o-u-r 
newsletter, and if there is something you would like to contribute, feel free to do so.”  He also 
announces a contest to name the newsletter.  Suggestions, anyone? 
 
LCARA operates a message handling booth at the Lake County Fair, however major RFI with both 
an organ in an adjoining booth and the Fair’s PA system limit operating time. 
 
25 Years Ago:  Cal, W8BZP and Norm, W8FPX, offer a Morse code program for Commodore 64 
and Vic 20 computers.  Speed and spacing are adjustable. 
 
The FCC expands SSB at the expense of CW.  80, 15 and 10 meter phone are expanded into 
frequencies previously allocated to CW.  In related action, the IARU announces sub-bands within 
the 18 and 24 MHz bands.  No word is given as to when the FCC will release these bands for US 
amateur use. 
 
The Land Mobile Communications Council indicates that 220-225MHz spectrum is small, and 
could be better used to satisfy the requirements of future Land Mobile users.  The FCC responds 
since no-code is dead, their intended use of 220 as a no-code ham band is no longer valid. 
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BACKSCATTER – SEPTEMBER (Cont.) 

 
20 Years Ago:   The latest proposal for a no-code license by the ARRL is to give the new 
“Communicator License” all privileges above 220 MHz.  Earlier proposals gave no-coders 
everything above 50 MHz, other than 2 meters. 
 
Solar flux levels have been bouncing between 175 and 250 recently, with the cycle’s peak 
expected in December.  It is likely to be the most active solar maximum in 50 years. 
 
15 Years Ago:  Jim, KF8VX gives his recipe for Field Day Beans: 
 

1 large can pork and beans, 1 can kidney beans, 1 can green beans, 1 can chili beans in 
gravy, 1 can wax beans, 1 can lima beans, and 1# pork sausage.  For the sauce, 1 large can 
tomato paste, 1 can tomato soup, ½ cup barbecue sauce, 1 cup brown sugar, and bacon 
strips.  Drain kidney and lima beans, cook the sausage, mix, and bake 1 hour at 350 degrees.  
Triple for Field Day, while using a cement mixer for blending purposes. 

 
Ted, N8XCF reports on operation of the K8RDN Special Events station from the Clothing Optional 
Midwest Gathering at Turtle Lake Resort in southern Michigan.  All Q’s were made running 
barefoot. 
 
10 Years Ago:  Our new Amateur Traffic Vests have arrived, and Mike, WB8ZGH says they were 
a big plus in identifying the Hams as having official status at the recent Little Mountain Folk 
Festival and Johnnycake Jog & Walk. 
 
5 Years Ago:  Hurricane Charley batters west central Florida, causing two dozen deaths, nearly 
4000 injuries, with as many as 10,000 homes badly damaged.  Hams rise to the occasion, with 
ARES operators assisting FEMA and working with the Red Cross and Salvation Army. 
 
Submitted by Scott KO8O    
 
 

. 
If you are a LCARA club member and want to start a monthly column or have an article you 
would like to see in the next newsletter don’t be s hy. Contact Bob K8QXO and get it in print! 
All submissions have a deadline of the 18 th day of the month. 
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HAM EXAMS 

IN LAKE COUNTY EVERY OTHER MONTH  
 
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association will be holding its 2009 Amateur Radio 
license exams at the Kirtland Library , on the following dates: 

 

 

      
Saturday, October 3  Saturday, December 5 

       

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., 
February being the second month, etc.), and will be held at the Kirtland Library, 1.7 miles 
south of I-90 on Route 306.  The library is on the left, immediately after the Marathon gas 
station. 
To register, you will need the NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you 
would like to complete one ahead of time, you can find it at arrl.org/arrlvec/ncvec605.pdf.  
 
The tests will start at 12 Noon . Please arrive a few minutes early. 
 
Please bring the original  and a copy of both your license  and any CSCEs you may 
have to the exam.   The cost is $14.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made 
out to the ARRL/VEC.  Identification is also necessary, with a picture ID.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440)256-0320. 
              

  
PUBLIC SERVICE CALENDER 2009 

 
(Note: Mark your Calendar for 2009 for the followin g events. Actual dates will be provided 
as soon as they are established). 
 

Event MONTH Date Time 
IBIM Parade SEPTEMBER 19 07:00 – 12:30 

IBIM Run SEPTEMBER 20 08:30 – 10:30 
                      
 Except for the parades you can volunteer a block of time or join the net as a relief operator 
For more details on the above events, you can contact me @ 440-255-6560 or E-Mail to  
mjgoffos@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Mike  WB8ZGH 
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GREATER CLEVELAND TRIATHLON 
 

The club would like to thank all the hams who participated: Mike WB8ZGH, Vance KA8YHZ, Ted 
W4CID, Matt W8DEC, Bruce KC8RKS, Jim AA8OY, John KC8RAK, Larry KD8FLV, Bob K8KBX, 
Bill KD8HSI, Rick N8BY, Jim WJ8IM, Dave WB8APD, Bob N8QXF, Mark KB8FKM, and Dave 
KD8FAC.  Additionally Mike received the following from the Event Director: 
 
“Mike, 
  
Many thanks and Kudos’s to your team for the support of this event. We had a number of incidents this year due to the 
rain and damp road. 
  
I am happy to report that the two people who went down and were taken to the hospital were released the same day. 
The young lady who went down will required some follow up medical care, but will have a story to tell about being life-
flighted to the hospital. 
  
It is very calming to know you all were on the course providing key update info to our on - site medical people.   
  
At the end of the day you made me look very good! 
  
Mickey Rzymek 
Event Director” 
 

 
NET INFORMATION 

 
                                   ARES®/SKYWARN NETS     

         
The Lake County ARES® Net currently meets on 147.210 every Monday of the  
month at 1930 Local (7:30 PM).  
  
The Lake County SKYWARN Weather Net is now in session and during the storm 
season normally meets on 443.700(+) PL131.8, the 2nd and 4th Monday of each  
month at 2000 Local (8:00 PM).  
 
There has been a Yahoo group established for Lake County SKYWARN.  It is 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/lcskywarn/.  You can copy & paste the link to your favorite browser instead of 
typing it all.  Once on the website click on the “JOIN THIS GROUP” button to sign up.  You can also send a blank 
email to lcskywarn-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to sign up. 
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NET INFORMATION 

    ARES®/SKYWARN NETS (Continued)  
 
The purpose of the group is to provide another avenue for information about potential severe weather in Lake County.  
This has been proven to be useful to allow more time to prepare your station before the potential storm hits.  The other     
purpose of the group is to contain useful information about weather in general and resources to keep your weather 
spotting skills up to par. 
 
Also, please remember that all Lake County SKYWARN and Weather Net activities are on the 443.700(+) 
PL131.8 CLARA repeater in Eastlake.  147.210(+) PL 110.9 LCARA repeater is the alternate repeater in case 443.700 
is unavailable. 
  
The District 5 Net on the 443.450 in Montville and the NWS Cleveland Six Meter repeater(s) are closed and 
limited to SKYWARN Coordinators only.  
  
For more information, please contact Scott W8OXI at callmeox@yahoo.com or Matt at w8dec@arrl.net. You do not 
have to be ARES® or SKYWARN members to participate in these nets.  ALL ARE WELCOME. Please mark your 
calendars’ for Mondays at 1930.  
 
Matt W8DEC 
 
‘ARES’ is a registered trademark of the American Radio Relay League, Incorporated, and is used by permission.  

 
10 METER NET 

 
The 10 Meter Net is up and running come join your fellow hams on Wednesday’s at 8:30 PM on 28.450 MHz. This is 
an informal roundtable where the group can chat about anything that come to mind and even correct some of the 
world’s problems. 
 
You don’t need to be a LCARA member, just at least a Tech ticket and some 10 meter gear.  Here is a good chance to 
meet old and maybe some new friends.  We might even have a check in from out of the local area. Come join us.   

 
2 METER NET 

 
The 2 Meter Club Net meets every Thursday at 7:00 PM on the club repeater frequency of 147.210+ (PL 110.9).  All 
are welcome. 

NET CONTROL OPERATORS 
 
Today all our nets need Net Control Operators, people go on vacation, can not be home on at Net time and 
unfortunately get ill.  We are going to pass around a sign up sheet, think about it and see if you can fit it in your 
schedule and serve once a month or once every two months. Thanks in advance for your help. 
 

                                             
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Donna W8DMP – September 11 

 
Best Wishes for a very Happy Birthday  
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Club Picnic 2009 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Tuesday Morning Breakfast Group 

 
Next meeting of the group is at the Painesville Perkins on September 15th at 8:30.  This group averages 20-30 people 
and is a great chance to meet many Hams. This is not a club event and is a great chance to meet other great Hams. 
Please encourage any Hams you know to attend. It is a fun gathering and a chance to meet Hams who may not be a 
club member. 

CLUB APPAREL 
 

For those interested in purchasing club apparel with the club’s logo and your name and call please go to 
http://www.callsignwear.com/index.php and pick out what you would like to order.  Placing the order through the club 
will eliminate shipping charges.  If you order direct you will incur shipping expenses unless you are placing a large 
order. 

 
LCARA Patch Yahoo Group: 
Most members receive email notifications from our Yahoo Group page. I am noticing that some 
members have changed their email addresses and have signed up again for our group under 
several names. If there are any that you no longer use, would you please send me an email telling 
me which addresses are no longer in use, so that I can remove them. Please send this to 
KC8OMO@arrl.net 
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FROM YOUR EDITOR 
 

ONE FINAL NOTE 
 

We are still trying to update the roster with the f ollowing information:   We will have some update sheets at the 
meeting and we would like the following information to add to the database:  Current E-Mail, Current Phone Number, 
Birthday (only month and day), Spouse’s Name, Class of License, Are you a member of ARRL? Thank you in advance 
for your assistance in updating our records. 
 
I continue to try to get new articles and expand our newsletter with each issue. Some of what I do may be good and 
some may not, however I need feedback for improvement.  I am beginning to see other clubs newsletters and I hope 
in the next year to add a number of new features.  So remember this is your newsletter and I want it to provide the  
information and updates on our hobby that you want to see.  I want the PATCH to be a newsletter you look forward to 
receiving and reading every month.  
 
Bob K8QXO 
  
 
 
 

Have you noticed? 
 

For a short while now we have been video taping the clubs presenters. We are attempting to capture 
the audio and post them on the LCARA web site like a Podcast. Hopefully members that are unable to 
make the club meetings will be able to hear the presentations that they would have liked to have 
attended. There is discussion on making the videos available on a CD/DVD that could be checked out 
for viewing by club members. We are still experimenting with this idea and there are a few 
presentations that are available now. When you sign in as a member you will have access to them in 
the lower left hand corner of the web page. Below are the current listings to choose from. 
Visit the website often for up to date club information: www.lcara.org 
Thanks goes out to Bill (N8IJG) and Bill Jordan (KD8HSI) for making this possible. 
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LCARA was organized  for the  purpose of furthering Amateur Radio by increasing the technical knowledge and  
operating  proficiency of  radio  amateurs  though continuing  education,  public  service and  acting as a vehicle of  
communication by,  between  and  with  the members of the association. LCARA is an incorporated association 
chartered under the laws of the State of Ohio and is an exempt organization under section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Contributions to LCARA are fully deductible from Federal Income Tax. Regular and Senior Dues are 
$20.00 per year, Students $10.00.  Items  may  be  reprinted  by  other non-profit publications  without  prior  
permission providing credit is given to the original  source and  The LCARA Patch. Articles from members are 
welcome. 
.                             

LCARA– The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 
Regular LCARA meetings are open to all people inter ested in Amateur Radio, whether licensed or not!  W e 
meet at 7:30PM at the:  

Red Cross Building 
                                       1016 Bank St reet 
                                     Painesville, O H 44077.   
 
Voice Repeaters N8BC  
 
147.210 with a .600 Mhz+ offset PL tone of 110.9 Hz.  
224.500 with a 1.6mhz.-offset, PL tone of 141.3 Hz. 
444.650 With a 5.0 MHz. +offset, PL tone of 131.8 Hz. 
(Repeater & N8BC trustee, Bob Liddy, K8BL) 
Internet address : www.lcara.org 
E-mail address:   lcaraeditor@lcara.org 
 
To receive the Patch via email in PDF format 
Send an e- mail to lcara_patch-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
 


