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The LCARA Patch 
Published by the Lake County Amateur Radio Association
  
P O Box 868 
Painesville, OH 44077-0868 
 
The Patch Staff  
Editor: Bob Mekinda, K8QXO 
 
LCARA Officers 
Bill Wihebrink,  N8IJG,      President 
Rick White,    W8QL,      Vice-President. 
Bill Jordan,    KD8HSI,   Secretary 
Ted Huddle,     W4CID,    Treasurer 
Neal Linder,   KC8OMO, Director at Large 
 
Correspondents 
Jim Pyle            AA8OY        DX 
Scott Farnham  KO8O          History 
Mike Goffos      WB8ZGH     E-Comm 
Matt Welch W8DEC       Radio Officer 
Reno Tonsi       WT8C          Contest 
Bill Wihebrink N8IJG        Web Master LCARA 
(Vacant)                     Fundraising Committee 
   

LCARA 2009 MEETING PROGRAMS 
The following programs are scheduled for the Red Cr oss Building in Painesville, Ohio : 

�
 

November 4, 2009 Time: 19:30, Home Brew Night  
 

December 2, 2009  Time: 19:30, Election of New Officers 
 

We look forward to all members joining us back at the Red Cross Building and enjoying a great  
Night of camaraderie.    
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MONTHLY HAPPENINGS 
 
BOARD MEETINGS   
 

The Board will meet next on October 28th at the QTH of Bill Wihebrink, N8IJG.  Would you please 
advise if attending. 
 
“The Patch” – Please E-mail all articles to Bob Mekinda at lcaraeditor@lcara.org. 
 
Club Breakfast is the 3 rd Tuesday of the month at 8:30am at Perkins on Mento r Avenue in 
Painesville. 
 
The LCARA club net is every Thursday at 19:00 on 14 7.210+ (PL 110.9).  All are welcome. 
 
The 10 Meter Net meets on Wednesday at 20:30 on 28. 450 MHz.  All are welcome. 
 
The ARES® Net is every Monday at 19:30 on 147.210+ (PL 110.9 ).  All are welcome. 
 
The SKYWARN Net meets at 20:00 local on the 2 nd & 4 th Mondays of the month on 443.700+ 
(PL 131.8), but is now on hiatus until spring.  
 
The LCARA membership meetings are held on the first  Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm 
in the:                                                    

Red Cross Building 
1016 Bank Street 

Painesville, OH 44077 
 

Next meeting is NOVEMBER 4, 2009. 
 

 
 

MINUTES FOR October 7, 2009  MEETING 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

                Bill    N8IJG      President     
                Ted   W4CID    Treasurer    
       Bill   KD8HSI   Secretary 
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MINUTES FOR October 7, 2009  MEETING (cont.)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm by Bill N8IJG.  
Bill introduced Jeff Covelli WA8SAJ, who gave a great presentation about collecting and 
restoring older HF and SWL gear. Bill then started the regular meeting with a round of 
introductions from members and guests. 
. 
 
Patch:  No amendments or corrections. 
 
Minutes:  The September meeting minutes were accepted as published in the Patch. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ted W4CID without discussion 
and approved as submitted. 
 
Correspondence:  None. 
 
Board Meeting Report:  Bill N8IJG presented a synopsis of the September 16, 2009 Board 
Meeting.   
 
     Major topics of discussion were as follows: 
 
          Letter sent to LEARRA regarding controller on loan to their club. 
           Matt W8DEC suggested we keep controller as spare. 
           Board agreed on one year loan agreement. 
           Bill N8IJG talked about next meeting at Lake County Historical Society. 
           Rick W8QL mentioned that Jeff Covelli will give presentation on Old Time Radio. 
           Also suggested was building a two meter portable antenna during homebrew night. 
           Matt W8DEC mentioned tentative location for repeaters at Red Cross Building, 
           and repeater move September 26th at Lake East Hospital.  
 
ARRL:   Nothing to report. 
 
DX:  Jim AA8OY gave report on upcoming DX to listen for. 
 
Public Service:   Mike WB8ZGH mentioned that Public Service Events are basically over for the 
season. Only item mentioned is the Lake East Hospital move on the 21st of October. 
 
Sunshine:  Nothing to report. 
 
Radio Officer’s Report:   Matt W8DEC talked about repeater move to Red Cross Building. 
Matt also talked about removing tower at Lake East, pros and con’s. 
 



����������	
������

        

       

MINUTES FOR October 7, 2009  MEETING (cont.)  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bill Jordan KD8HSI 
 

 

 
 

The President’s Corner November, 2009 
From Bill Wihebrink N8IJG 
 

Today while writing out checks, yes checks and looking at the calendar it struck me that we 
are only two months away from a new year again. I hope all club members have completed your 
summer ham shack and antenna projects. As we know being from Cleveland the change in 
weather conditions towards the worst is not too far away.  

With the year ending it is time again to begin thinking and making decisions about how you 
will be voting on the many state and local issues that will be on the ballot. As a reminder, LCARA 
will also be holding an election in December. There are two board positions available and the 
elections committee is accepting nominations for these two positions. If you are interested or know 
of someone who has expressed an interest in running for a board position please nominate them 
at the November meeting. 
  Reminder that December brings the Annual Club Dinner. I will be notifying the membership 
once the date is confirmed.  
 If you were not aware the club’s repeater (147.210 and 444.650) has been moved to a new 
location in Painesville and the antenna is about a hundred feet lower which has affected the 
coverage area. The 224.500 is off the air until the move to the new location. 
 November will also bring to a close this year’s Hamfest season. On Sunday, November 1, 
2009 Massillon Amateur Radio Club will host its 49th Hamfest and Auction at the Massillon Boy’s 
and Girl’s Club. Information on this event can be found at http://www.marcradio.org.  
 If you haven’t read “The ARRL Letter” for October 8, 2009 you might not be aware that 
Starting February 1, 2010, Ontario, Canada will begin issuing tickets for talking, texting, typing, dial 
or e-mail using handheld cell phones and other handheld communications and entertainment 
devices while driving. “All two-way radios in all vehicles-with the exception of emergency 
responding vehicles-must be hands-free in three year’s time”. Various bills similar to Ontario’s are 
being drafted and debated at various levels of government here in this country. Many of our state’s 
counties have passed similar bills. Picking up the mike and talking as we are presently doing on hf, 
vhf, or uhf may become the way of the past. I am not in favor of hands-free operation devices, but 
the tide towards driver attention to the road and surrounding traffic may require us in the amateur 
 



����������	
���� �

                   

The President’s Corner November, 2009 (cont.) 
 
radio community to upgrade our mobile devices or to purchase additional products to allow hands 
free products to control mobile radios thus allowing us to comply with any new laws that may be 
enacted. We will probably begin seeing these new radios being displayed at the Dayton Hamfest.  
“The ARRL Letter” for October 8, 2009 is available at: 
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/index.html?issue=2009-10-08 

73’s 

 

NOVEMBER 2009 DX ALERT 
 

D6 – Comoros- F6KOP team member F6AML, Sam, tells The Daily DX he will QRV from the 
Union of the Comoros (AF-007) as D68F from November 13th to 23rd. Activity will be on CW and 
SSB only on 1.8 through 28 MHz.  QSL D68F via F6AML either via the REF QSL bureau or direct 
to his QRZ.com address. 
 
VP8/G – South Sandwich Islands - MM0DWF/DL9LB, Lars, finally made it to Husvik, South 
Georgia Island and tells US that he will be active as VP8DIF whenever his work schedule allows. 
 
5R – Madagascar – 5R8ZO in Madagascar will be in the CQWW CW, November 28-29 with 
N5ZO operating this one too, single op all band high power. QSL via OH0XX. 
 
DU – Philippines – DL4IAS, Manfred, will be vacationing from Bantayan Island (OC-129), 
Philippines between October 20th and November 5th. Look for DV7/DL4IAS to be on PSK, SSB 
and CW on 40, 30 and 20 meters. QSL via DL4IAS. 
 
FK – New Caledonia – F5NHJ, Jean-Louis, will be QRV from Grande Terre (OC-032), New 
Caledonia as FK/F5NHJ from October 26th to November 11th. He will also try to go to Lifou or 
Mare (OC-033). QSL via F5NHJ, preferably via the REF QSL Bureau and via LOTW. 
 
4X – Israel  - Yoshi, JE2EHP will be active as 4X/K1HP from Tel Aviv and Jerusalem between 
October 29 and November 5.  Activity will be on all HF bands and 6 meters, using CW, SSB and 
RTTY.  QSL via the Bureau to his home call sign, JE2EHP. 
 
5B - CYPRUS - John, G4IRN will be QRV as 5B/G4IRN from November 27 to 30.  Activity will 
include the CQ WW DX CW Contest.  QSL via LoTW or via G4IRN. 
 
Happy Hunting! 
 
Jim Pyle, AA8OY 
Thanks to Weekly DX and ARRL DX 
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BACKSCATTER – NOVEMBER 

   
30 Years Ago:  The WARC (World Administrative Radio Council) votes to keep the CW 
requirement only for those frequencies below 30 MHz.  The US proposal to change the CW 
“requirement” to a “recommendation” fails. 
 
The FCC approves use of ASCII by amateurs, opening the way for packet radio. 
 
Collins introduces the KWM-380.  Atlas Radio goes out of business. 
 
25 Years Ago:  Thanks to quick action by area hams, a new Mentor antenna ordinance is 
reasonably ham-friendly.  “The [antenna] shall be … behind the … front line [of the] dwelling … 
and shall have a minimum set back of 10’ from any property line … structures more than 40’ … 
shall have a minimum set back of 10’ plus one foot for every two feet in height above 40’.  
[Antennas] directly attached to the … dwelling may have a … set back of 5’, provided they do not 
exceed 40’.  The height of such structures, including antennas … shall not exceed 60’ … 
 
Of the 20 founding members of LCARA, ten are still members.  Now, another 25 years later in 
2009, there are five: Bob K8BL, Dick W8GQO, Jack KB8OF, Joe W2TTW, and Mike WB8ZGH. 
 
20 Years Ago:   Congress considers raising the annual amateur license fee to $35. 
 
15 Years Ago:  Bruce, N8LXS takes over as newsletter editor. 
 
The P5RS7 operation, supposedly in North Korea, is rejected by the ARRL. 
 
Bob, K8BL laments the lack of sunspots, and the inability to even work Europe on 20 meters.  For 
relief, he proposes RTTY and satellite QSO’s. 
 
10 Years Ago:  According to the News-Herald, Willowick is in the midst of enacting an ordinance 
to regulate amateur towers and antennas.  Apparently the law was needed as a ham’s tower fell 
onto a neighbor’s house. 
 
Lake County has begun upgrading the two-way radio system used by police and fire departments.  
Paid for with tax dollars, plus donations from the owners of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant and 
Laketran, insiders claim the upgrade to the new digital system is driven by many in law 
enforcement who want a system the public, and especially the news media, cannot monitor. 
 



����������	
����"�

.                
     

BACKSCATTER – NOVEMBER 
 
5 Years Ago:  Dennis, KI8U is given an award by the QCWA for his weekly operations of the 
amateur radio station at the Cleveland VA Hospital. 
 
Submitted by Scott KO8O    
 

. 
If you are a LCARA club member and want to start a monthly column or have an article you 
would like to see in the next newsletter don’t be s hy. Contact Bob K8QXO and get it in print! 
All submissions have a deadline of the 18 th day of the month. 
 
 

HAM EXAMS 
IN LAKE COUNTY EVERY OTHER MONTH  

 
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association will be holding its 2009 Amateur Radio 
license exams at the Kirtland Library , on the following dates: 

 

 

      
Saturday, December 5 

       

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., 
February being the second month, etc.), and will be held at the Kirtland Library, 1.7 miles 
south of I-90 on Route 306.  The library is on the left, immediately after the Marathon gas 
station. 
To register, you will need the NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you 
would like to complete one ahead of time, you can find it at arrl.org/arrlvec/ncvec605.pdf.  
 
The tests will start at 12 Noon . Please arrive a few minutes early. 
 
Please bring the original  and a copy of both your license  and any CSCEs you may 
have to the exam.   The cost is $14.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made  
out to the ARRL/VEC.  Identification is also necessary, with a picture ID.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440)256-0320. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE CALENDER 2009 

 
We have completed all the 2009 Public Service with the completion of the “Its Better in Mentor” 
two days of events.  Thank you to all those who provided their services at this year’s events, and 
we look forward to your assistance in 2010.  
 
(Note: Mark your Calendar for 2010 when we publish the new events. Actual dates will be 
provided as soon as they are established). 
                      
Except for the parades you can volunteer a block of time or join the net as a relief operator 
For more details on the above events, you can contact me @ 440-255-6560 or E-Mail to  
mjgoffos@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Mike WB8ZGH 
 
 

 
NET INFORMATION 

 
                                   ARES®/SKYWARN NETS     

         
The Lake County ARES® Net currently meets on 147.210 every 
Monday of the Month at 1930 Local (7:30 PM). 
 
  
The Lake County SKYWARN Weather Net is now in hiatus until the  
Spring, but during the storm Season normally meets on 443.700(+) PL131.8, the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of each Month at 2000 Local (8:00 PM).  
 
There has been a Yahoo group established for Lake County SKYWARN.  It is 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/lcskywarn/.  You can copy & paste the link to your favorite 
browser instead of typing it all.  Once on the website click on the “JOIN THIS GROUP” button to 
sign up.  You can also send a blank email to lcskywarn-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to sign up. 
  
The purpose of the group is to provide another avenue for information about potential severe 
weather in Lake County.  This has been proven to be useful to allow more time to prepare your 
station before the potential storm hits.  The other purpose of the group is to contain useful 
information about weather in general and resources to keep your weather spotting skills up to par. 
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ARES®/SKYWARN NETS (cont.)  

 
Also, please remember that all Lake County SKYWARN and Weather Net activities are on the 
443.700(+) PL131.8 CLARA repeater in Eastlake.  147.210(+) PL 110.9 LCARA repeater is the 
alternate repeater in case 443.700 are unavailable. 
  
The District 5 Net on the 443.450 in Montville and the NWS Cleveland Six Meter repeater(s) 
are closed and limited to SKYWARN Coordinators only . 
  
For more information, please contact Scott W8OXI at callmeox@yahoo.com or Matt at 
w8dec@arrl.net. You do not have to be ARES® or SKYWARN members to participate in these 
nets.  ALL ARE WELCOME. Please mark your calendars’ for Mondays at 1930.  
 
Matt W8DEC 
 
‘ARES’ is a registered trademark of the American Radio Relay League, Incorporated, and is used by permission.  

 
10 METER NET 

 
The 10 Meter Net is up and running come join your fellow hams on Wednesday’s at 8:30 PM on 
28.450 MHz. This is an informal roundtable where the group can chat about anything that come to 
mind and even correct some of the world’s problems. 
 
You don’t need to be a LCARA member, just at least a Tech ticket and some 10 meter gear.  Here 
is a good chance to meet old and maybe some new friends.  We might even have a check in from 
out of the local area. Come join us.   
      

2 METER NET 
 

The 2 Meter Club Net meets every Thursday at 7:00 PM on the club repeater frequency of 
147.210+ (PL 110.9).  All are welcome. 

 
NET CONTROL OPERATORS 

 
Today all our nets need Net Control Operators, people go on vacation, can not be home on at Net 
time and unfortunately get ill.  We are going to pass around a sign up sheet, think about it and see 
if you can fit it in your schedule and serve once a month or once every two months. Thanks in 
advance for your help. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Liz KC8TFZ – November 2 
Vincent KD8CNX – November 3 

Jim KF8VX – November 9 
Lori KD8HKA – November 28 
Ted W4CID – November 30 

 
Best Wishes for a very Happy Birthday  

   
 

 
                                                                 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Tuesday Morning Breakfast Group 

 
Next meeting of the group is at the Painesville Perkins on November 17th at 8:30.  This group 
averages 20-30 people and is a great chance to meet many Hams. This is not a club event and is 
a great chance to meet other great Hams. Please encourage any Hams you know to attend. It is a 
fun gathering and a chance to meet Hams who may not be a club member. 
 

CLUB APPAREL 
 

For those interested in purchasing club apparel with the club’s logo and your name and call please 
go to http://www.callsignwear.com/index.php and pick out what you would like to order.  Placing 
the order through the club will eliminate shipping charges.  If you order direct you will incur 
shipping expenses unless you are placing a large order. 
 

 
LCARA Patch Yahoo Group: 
Most members receive email notifications from our Yahoo Group page. I am noticing that some 
members have changed their email addresses and have signed up again for our group under 
several names. If there are any that you no longer use, would you please send me an email telling 
me which addresses are no longer in use, so that I can remove them. Please send this to 
KC8OMO@arrl.net 
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TRI-POINT MOVE OCTOBER 21, 2009 
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TRI-POINT MOVE OCTOBER 21, 2009 

 
 

 
 
NOTE:  The information provided the editor is that the performance by the radio amateurs was                
     outstanding.  
 
.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you noticed? 
 

For a short while now we have been video taping the clubs presenters. We are attempting to capture 
the audio and post them on the LCARA web site like a Podcast. Hopefully members that are unable to 
make the club meetings will be able to hear the presentations that they would have liked to have 
attended. There is discussion on making the videos available on a CD/DVD that could be checked out 
for viewing by club members. We are still experimenting with this idea and there are a few 
presentations that are available now. When you sign in as a member you will have access to them in 
the lower left hand corner of the web page. Below are the current listings to choose from. 
Visit the website often for up to date club information: www.lcara.org 
Thanks goes out to Bill (N8IJG) and Bill Jordan (KD8HSI) for making this possible. 
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FROM YOUR EDITOR 
 

ONE FINAL NOTE 
 

We are still trying to update the roster with the f ollowing information:   We will have some update sheets at the 
meeting and we would like the following information to add to the database:  Current E-Mail, Current Phone Number, 
Birthday (only month and day), Spouse’s Name, Class of License, Are you a member of ARRL? Thank you in advance 
for your assistance in updating our records. 
 
I continue to try to get new articles and expand our newsletter with each issue. Some of what I do may be good and 
some may not, however I need feedback for improvement.  I am beginning to see other clubs newsletters and I hope 
in the next year to add a number of new features.  So remember this is your newsletter and I want it to provide the  
information and updates on our hobby that you want to see.  I want the PATCH to be a newsletter you look forward to 
receiving and reading every month.  
 
Bob K8QXO 
 
 
LCARA was organized  for the  purpose of furthering Amateur Radio by increasing the technical knowledge and  
operating  proficiency of  radio  amateurs  though continuing  education,  public  service and  acting as a vehicle of  
communication by,  between  and  with  the members of the association. LCARA is an incorporated association 
chartered under the laws of the State of Ohio and is an exempt organization under section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Contributions to LCARA are fully deductible from Federal Income Tax. Regular and Senior Dues are 
$20.00 per year, Students $10.00.  Items  may  be  reprinted  by  other non-profit publications  without  prior  
permission providing credit is given to the original  source and  The LCARA Patch. Articles from members are 
welcome. 
.                             

LCARA– The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 
Regular LCARA meetings are open to all people inter ested in Amateur Radio, whether licensed or not!  W e 
meet at 7:30PM at the:  

Red Cross Building 
                                       1016 Bank St reet 
                                     Painesville, O H 44077.   
 
Voice Repeaters N8BC  
 
147.210 with a .600 Mhz+ offset PL tone of 110.9 Hz.  
224.500 with a 1.6mhz.-offset, PL tone of 141.3 Hz. 
444.650 With a 5.0 MHz. +offset, PL tone of 131.8 Hz. 
(Repeater & N8BC trustee, Bob Liddy, K8BL) 
Internet address : www.lcara.org 
E-mail address:   lcaraeditor@lcara.org 
 
To receive the Patch via email in PDF format 
Send an e- mail to lcara_patch-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
 


